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1710. 





From my Houfe in St. James's Square, 
December 8. 


Find by Experience there are 

fome Men of Courage {till lefr, 

who with the Peril of their 

Lives defend my Character. 

The Maid brought methe fol- 
lowing Piece, and faid an Old Gen- 
tleman of a grim Afpeét gave it her, 
and ask’d how 1 did; I chid the 
Wench becaufe fhe did not bring 
him into the Great Parlour; but fhe 
told me he would not ftay till 1 came 
down. ; 


Sir Heifter, 
P . his Morni j 

| Went this Morning, according 
* 4 to my ancient Cuftom, to the 
© Salutation Tavern, and had jult 
* call’d for my Half-pint, when in 
* came an ill-naturd Fellow with 
* Malice in his Countenance. As 
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foon as he look’d round and faw 
me he came up. Oh! Sir Heiter! 
(faid he) lam glad 1 have met with 
you, like an Old Knave as you 
are ; I have not forgot the Refle- 
tion you caft upon my Miftrefs in 
one of your Vifions. You mutt 
know, Sir, | was much inraged at 
this Attack, and laid my Hand up- 
on my Sword. The Spark obfer- 
ving my Motion, flew out of the 
Room half deprived of Reafon. 
The People ftar’d after him till he 
got out of fight, and look’d upon 
me with Admiration. In this man- 
ner I march’d alorg rhe Street af- 
ter him, witha fu'l Kefolution to 
offer him the Satisfaction he told 
me he requir'd ; but aliule beyond 
White's Coccolate-Houfe he itep’d 
into a Shop fur Shelter. No foon- 
er was! difcharg’d of this Ruthan, 
but I perc:ived at fome diftance 
from me a Gentleman, who mov'd 
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* forward with an Air fo furious 
* and invafive, that the People gave 
way tohim on one fide, as they 
did to me on the other. The Heat 
of my Paflion had fo far eclips'd 
my Underftanding, that I was not 
fenfible of my own extraordinary 
Motion; while I could fcarce for- 
bear finiling at his, which was no 
lefs ridiculous. Thig was, as it 
unfortunately fell out, the Modern 
Vertuofo whom you had affronted 
at Wiil’s Coffee-heufe, for not obfer- 
ving the Rules of Decency in his 
Carriage ; which, with the Caufe 
of his Mtiltake, I perceived to my 
Coft, when coming front to front, 
he lifted up his Oaken Plant, and 

ave me fuch a Blow on my bald 

ead, ashe raifed a Bunch as big 
as a Walnut. The Vertuofo pafs'd 
on with a triumphant Afpect and 
the following Expreifions : Dogs! 
Villains! What becauf Sir Heifer 
Ryley prefumes to banter the Wits 
of the Age,every Blockhead I meet 
with in the Street mult be defpi- 
fing me ! It was with much Pain, 
and the Affiftance of a Surgeon, I 
got the Blood ftench’d, and moved 
on a frefh with as much Vigour as 
ever. I had fCarce gone half the 
length of the Mall, but I was poin- 
ted at by the Women, without 
being able to find out the Caufe of 
their Mirth. When a train of Gen- 
tlemen at one of the Benches 
laugh’d, and obliged me to put up 
my Sword, which was half out of 
the Scabbard. And that I might 
* be fure ro meet with no more Af- 
* fronts of this Nature, 1 hung my 


7 
‘ 
‘ 
“ 
“ 
* 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
* 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
s 
7 
a 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
. 
‘ 
‘ 


* Hat over my Face, and went on 
* like a ftudious Man with my Hands 
* behind me. But the Anger I was 
* in was mo fooner taken notice of, 
* bur every Pair of Fools who mec 
* me would jog one another as they 
* pafs’d ; there goes (fay they) a 
. bevy Zealot I'll warrant ye. Ac laft 
* I ftudied how my Gate might beft 
avoid the ftamp of Particularity, 
and moved foberly on with a Step 
and Gefture becoming the Gravity 
ofa Man of my Years; rcaching 
the Houfel was bound to,} thought 
it convenient to give you an ac- 
count of thefe Adventures,and how 
* you are hated by Blockheads for 
* telling Menthe Truth. I am,e, 
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I fhould think ita great Obliga- 
tion if this valiant Warriour, who 
thus couragioufly defended mv 
Caufe, would honour me with a Vi- 
fit any Afternoon from Two till 


Nine. 





From Will's Coffee houfe, Decemd, g, 


I Have taken Notice at this Place of 
late, that there are feveral Gentle- 
men who are very ingenious in Con- 
verfation, but have not a handfom 
Delivery, their way of writing is 
very difagreeable. When I was at 
the Univerfity we ufed to call fuch 
Men Antimondory’s; for they {poil 
good Words in the pronouncing 
them. Racaw and Malherbe the two 
Poets were fo curious in this refpect, 
that they made imaginary Miftrefles, 
For difcourfing one Day of the = 
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fign they had of making choice of 
fome Lady of great Merit and Qua- 
lity to be the Subject of their Veries, 
Malherbe nam’d Madam de Rambo- 
villet, Racan Madam de Termes, They 
found that both thefe Ladies were 
named Catharine; the firft whom 
Malherbe had chofen was Catharine 
de Vivonne, and Racan’s Choice Cha- 
tharine Chabot, They fpent al! the 
Afternoon in feeking out Anagrams 
to this Name that might be foft e- 
nough for Verfe, and they found 
out 2 three; <Arthenice, Eracinthe 
and Charintee’ The firft was iudg’d 
the fineft ; but Racam having made 
ufe of it in his Paftoral which he 
compofed immediately aftcr, Ma/- 
herbe defpifed the two others, and 
refolved not to make ufe of them. 
Some Gentlemen tell me when | 
come hither I am too old to meddle 
with fuch nice Points, they only fuir 
the Genius of Youth and bee ae 
Scholars; but I fay they little con- 
fider that I have no Reafon yer to 
think my felf buried ‘The Confti- 
tution Nature has given me is fo 
good, thar at the Years I am arrived 
at 1 fnd none of thofe Inconvenien- 
ciestowhich Men are fubjc&t in 
Old Age. 1 know what are the Sen- 
timents of others, but Fam nor fatif- 
ficd at fuch an eafie rate in lofing 
the finencfé of the Britifo Language. 
It is the Bulinefs of Authors, when 
they are in Company among any of 
our Modern Vertucfo’s, to preferve 
the Purity of our Stile in every Par- 
ticular._Indeed thofe whom the Gour, 
the Gravel, the Stone, or fome fuch 


like Diftemper, puts upon the 'Tor- 


ture once 2 Month, have fomething 
elfetomind, I defire not only to be 
free from Pain, but enjoy Pleafure ; 
yet nor all forts. For | do not fanc 
the unlawful Delights which aoe | 
People run upon; but that which 
Men relifh by the incomparable 
Sweernefs of converfing with Perfons 
of extraordinary Notions. There's 
no Misfortune equal to that of not 
being able to have a fhare in their 
Favour ; yet many Men are willing 
to free themfelves from this Slavery, 
and utter every thing withour Pre- 
meditation, or any Care of maintain- 
ing the Original of their Mother- 
Tongue. 





From Golden-Square, December 9, 


j Here | vifited this Evening the 

Difcourfe happen’d to turn on 
the Accomplifhments of Women. 
One faid he thought the vifible Beau- 
ty in that Sex was moft valuable, of 
which he produced feveral Argu- 
ments to prove it. There was a 
Lady who gave us many Inftances 
to contradict this Opinion,and fhew- 
ed very excellently the great Dif- 
proportion astothe Continuance of 
time between the one and the other. 
A Student in the Company rofe up, 
and with a very grave Air faid, a |i- 
beral Education wasas commendable 
im one part of the Creation, as in a- 
nother ; and if Women were count- 
ed to be made of the fineft Mould, 
why may not they be capable of ob- 
taining the quickeft Genius? He 
fhewed that every Stage of Life had 
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tis peculiar Charm, and attracted 
when it was in its Prime; bue the 
excclling Graces of the Mind held 
frefh and gay through all that Vari- 
ety of Changes; and it was fuch 
Qualifications as pleafed Men the 
longeft. He gave a pretty Example 
of a Gentlewoman, to fhew how 
foon the former fades; when fhe re- 
flected upon her felf {n her latrer 
Days, fhe wonder’d what was be- 
come of her, and complained of the 
Furrows that had plough’d up her 
fine Face with Wrinkles, and ftulen 
her Beauty away fo foon. Another 
of the Company interrupted him and 
faid, fhe of whom hefpoke gavea 
very lively Defcription, and lets 
fome Perfons prefent fee what a few 
Years ellleuke them obferve : For 
Helena the Wife of Menelaus wept 
when the faw her {elf in her Glafs, 
and obliged her to call time her third 
or fourth Ravifher; for the Number 
of them is not very certain.A {trange 
fort of Rape to behold Helena ra- 
vifh'd from her felf; to fee Helena, 
whom three Parts of rhe World had 
acknowledged for the fineft Woman 
of that Age, feeking for her Face in 
a Glafs, which reprefented nothing 
bur a frightful Objet. Bur, fays he, 
the Beauty of the Mind holds our to 
the laft Period, and thines the bright- 
eft when the Soul is ready to fall un- 


der its total Eclipf=. Another Gen- 
tleman mentioned fomething of the 
fame kind. He fuid he bind known 
vilible Beauties to die almoft as foon 
as born,and the Owners:thereof liv’d 
fixty Years afrer its Funeral ; but he 
had feen the Beauty of the Mind ap- 
pear in its full Luftre arthe Age of 
Ninety. I broke up the Converfi- 
tion by concluding, that there was a 
fort of People who fer fo high a Va- 
lue upon a fair Face,rhae they could, 
like Paris, after his tartedtile Con- 
queft, caufea Temple to be built 
to Venus, to .teftifie the Tranfports 
of their Joy and Gratitude, and to 
give their Venu the Name of Migo- 
notis, and call thar Territory Mizo- 
nian, which fignifies the Amorous 
Myttery that had been aéted chere. 
Though pehaps they would not go 
fo far as Menelaus the unfortunate 
Husband of Helena, who Eighteen 
Years after that Princefs hod been 
ftole from his Bed, went to vific this 
Temple, the Ground whereof had 
been witnefs > his Misfortunes, and 
the Infidelicy of his beautiful Wife, 
He plac’d on exch fide of the Sratue 
of Venus, the Images of two other 
Goddeffes , Tortis and Praxidice, 
(meaning the Goddefles of Punith- 
ment) to fignifie that he would not 
fufter the Affront to pafs unrevenged. 





